CHAPTER  III

Pitfalls, in Socialism

IN its early days, socialism was a revolutionary movement
of which the object was the liberation of the wage-earning
classes and the establishment of freedom and justice* The
passage from capitalism to the new regime was to be
sudden and violent: capitalists were to be expropriated
without compensation, and their power was not to be
replaced by any new authority.
Gradually a change came over the spirit of socialism. In
France, socialists became members of the government,
and made and unmade parliamentary majorities. In
Germany, social democracy grew so strong that it became
impossible for it to resist the temptation to barter away
some of its intransigence in return for government
recognition of its claims. In England, the Fabians
taught the advantage of reform as against revolution,
and of conciliatory bargaining as against irreconcilable
antagonism.
The method of gradual reform has many merits as com-
pared to the method of revolution, and I have no wish to
preach revolution. But gradual reform has certain dangers,
to wit, the ownership or control of businesses hitherto in
private hands, and by encouraging legislative interference